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IEWM team honoured at national excellence awards
The Procurement and Efficiency Team at Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands (IEWM) has received a highly commended accolade for outstanding achievement at the annual Government Opportunities (GO) magazine National Excellence in Public Procurement Awards. 

The team was presented with a Highly Commended Award in the Team of the Year category, in recognition of their funding and support  for a range of innovative procurement-related projects that yield a return on investment of over 10:1.
Accepting the Award, Keith Gordon, Assistant Director, Procurement and Efficiency Team, IEWM, said: “We are very pleased to receive this award. We represent the 33 councils in the West Midlands, and it highlights that collaborative procurement, innovation and linked business transformation can deliver results. We have delivered £34 million to date, with the potential of around £700 million, so it’s the start of a journey and we are extremely keen and enthusiastic to carry that journey forward.”
IEWM has placed a very strong emphasis on procurement as a key regional vehicle for driving efficiency. The West Midlands Procurement Hub, a one-stop shop for public sector procurement officers, offers over 330 contracts which all local authorities in the West Midlands can access to deliver savings. The Procurement and Efficiency programme is currently securing savings of c£1million per month with around £3 million per year coming directly from the Procurement Hub. 

The prestigious National GO Awards ceremony, held on Tuesday 15 June 2010 at the Institution of Civil Engineers, One Great George Street, London, also featured high-profile speakers Michael Stokes, Director Procurement at the London Development Agency and Susan Anderson, Director, Public Services and Skills, CBI.
Grahame Steed, Managing Editor of GO magazine, congratulated Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands on their award and celebrated the success of the day: “Within the challenging economic climate we are living in today and the rush to achieve increasingly difficult goals, and ever-changing requirements, it can be easy to overlook achievement and the good news stories. 

“The Awards have demonstrated that there are plenty of these, and also that public procurement – as a profession and as a public service – has a great deal to be proud of and much to celebrate. Congratulations must go to Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands.” 
ENDS

Media enquiries should be directed to:

Tony Banks, Communications and Marketing Manager, IEWM 
T: 0121 245 0228
M: 07827 894 602
E: tbanks@westmidlandsiep.gov.uk 

Editors Notes 


1. Improvement and Efficiency West Midland is the Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnership (RIEP) for the West Midlands, established to help local authorities in their drive to increase efficiency and improve services. IEWM provides specialist support in areas such as efficiency, transformation, localities & partnerships, people & leadership development and adult and children's social care. There is also support for Fire and Rescue Authorities. Further information about Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands can be found at www.westmidlandsiep.gov.uk.  
2. Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnership (RIEPs) are member-led networks of councils, fire authorities and other local service providers working together to help councils to improve and save money. There are nine RIEPs across England. 

RIEPs are part of local government and operate under strong member leadership. They have engaged with every local authority in England and have strong relationships with the LGA Group.

RIEPs have enabled local authorities to deliver £286 million efficiencies to date and are on course to deliver £950 million savings by March 2011.

RIEPs are providing a range of support to help local authorities deal with the impact of the recession including tackling worklessness, supporting over 50% of the total number of new apprenticeships local government has committed to provide and supporting the third sector and small and medium enterprises (SMEs) particularly by providing procurement opportunities.
3. About GO magazine

· Published nine times a year by BiP Solutions Ltd

· The UK’s leading publication focused on all aspects of public procurement

· Contains news and features on procurement, strategy, directives and developments – essential information for any company working with or within the public sector

· Includes articles by and interviews with key industry personnel, including Government Ministers, MPs and procurement officers throughout the public sector

· Reaches a monthly readership of over 30,000  

· Highly Commended status in the PPA Scotland Awards 2008
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