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Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands project wins national award
Worcestershire County Council has fought off strong competition to win the Society of Procurement Officers in Local Government (SOPO) Award for Outstanding Achievement in Procurement 2008.

The award in the County Council category was presented at the annual SOPO Conference on 4 November 2008 in recognition of the excellent work the Council has undertaken on their passenger transport eAuction programme. 
The eAuction programme, hosted by eProcurement specialists BravoSolution, and funded by Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands has been running for over 12 months and has delivered savings in excess of £1m. 
Michael Howard, Strategic Procurement Manager at Worcestershire County Council, said: “We are delighted to have received this award, it is a real endorsement of the innovative work we are undertaking at Worcestershire County Council and an acknowledgement of all the hard work put in.”   

Wayne Welsby, Project Manager at Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands, said: “It’s fantastic that Worcestershire County Council has landed this award and a clear example to others that the use of eProcurement tools and techniques can bring big benefits to Local Authorities”. 
ENDS

Editors Notes 

1. Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands is the Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnership (RIEP) for the West Midlands. A RIEP is a network of councils, fire authorities and other local services that have come together to challenge, collaborate, and share ideas and expertise. They co-ordinate and support improvement, innovation and efficiency work at a regional and often sub-regional level. A RIEP is led by councillors who are advised by a group drawn from council and chief executives, partners and representatives from organisations within the region. Further information about Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands can be be found at www.westmidlandsiep.gov.uk.  
2. Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands has worked with local authorities from across the region to support their passenger transport procurement activity, particularly in relation to the use of eAuctions. To find out more about the regional programme contact Wayne Welsby, Project Manager:

T: 0121 245 0232
E: wwelsby@westmidlandsiep.gov.uk 

3. An eAuction allows councils to set up a scheduled event where companies can bid against each other to win the council’s business. This can give councils significant savings on price when compared to previous contracts. 

4. A photograph is attached to this email. 
Caption: From left to right: Wayne Welsby of Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands, Carly Haswell of Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands, Michael Howard of Worcestershire County Council, and Joe Stock of Worcestershire County Council, proudly except award. 

Media enquiries should be directed to:
Tony Banks, Communications Officer
T: 0121 245 0228
E: tbanks@Westmidlandsiep.gov.uk 
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