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West Midlands Procurement Hub honoured at national excellence award
The West Midlands Procurement Hub has been honoured for outstanding achievement at the annual Government Opportunities (GO) magazine Excellence in Public Procurement Awards, part of National Public Procurement Practitioners Day 2009. 

The team was presented with a highly commended award in the Collaborative Procurement  category as recognition for being one of the pathfinders for the procurement hub model. The hub was singled out for not just impressive savings, but also advancement in areas such as capacity building. 

The West Midlands Procurement Hub, which provides a wide range of regional public sector information and support on efficiency and procurement in one place, has saved the region £8.4m up until now. Funded by Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands its features include a live contracts database and an interactive online training calendar. 
Accepting the award, Carly Haswell, Project Officer for Smarter Procurement at Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands, said: “We were very surprised and honoured to receive the award. Our procurement hub is a one-stop-shop website for procurement information for local authority employees in the West Midlands.”

The prestigious GO Awards ceremony, held on Thursday 4 June 2009 at the Institution of Civil Engineers in London, also featured high-profile speakers Chairman of the Audit Commission Michael O’Higgins and Chief Executive of the Office of Government Commerce (OGC), Nigel Smith.

Grahame Steed, Managing Editor of GO magazine, congratulated the West Midlands Procurement Hub on their award and celebrated the success of the day: “In the rush to achieve increasingly difficult goals, with the associated challenges and ever-changing requirements, it can be easy to overlook the good news stories. 

Today has demonstrated that there are plenty of these, and also that public procurement – as a profession and as a public service – has a great deal to be proud of and much to celebrate. 

Congratulations must go to the West Midlands Procurement Hub and all those who were recognised for their achievements.” 

ENDS

Editors Notes 


1. About Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands
 Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands is the Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnership (RIEP) for the West Midlands. A RIEP is a network of councils, fire authorities and other local services that have come together to challenge, collaborate, and share ideas and expertise. They co-ordinate and support improvement, innovation and efficiency work at a regional and often sub-regional level. A RIEP is led by councillors who are advised by a group drawn from council and chief executives, partners and representatives from organisations within the region. Further information about Improvement and Efficiency West Midlands can be found at www.westmidlandsiep.gov.uk.  
2. The West Midlands Procurement Hub can accessed at http://hub.westmidlandsiep.gov.uk.

3. Congratulations also goes to Kiddivouchers Ltd/Worcestershire County Council who won the GO Best Small Business or Third Sector Service Provider Award. 
  

4. About GO magazine

· Published monthly by BiP Solutions Ltd

· The UK’s leading publication focused on all aspects of public procurement

· Contains news and features on procurement, strategy, directives and developments – essential information for any company working with or within the public sector

· Includes articles by and interviews with key industry personnel, including Government Ministers, MPs and procurement officers throughout the public sector

· Reaches a target audience of more than 30,000 readers (ABC 8287, July 2007 – June 2008)

· Highly Commended status in the PPA Scotland Awards in 2008
Media enquiries should be directed to:
Tony Banks, Communications and Marketing Officer
T: 0121 245 0228
E: tbanks@westmidlandsiep.gov.uk 
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