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Chapter 7 – Local Authorities (LAs) and WEEE 

184. 
LAs do not have any obligations under the Regulations other than as end-users of non-household EEE (see Chapter 8). 

185. 
However, there are implications for LAs who: 

· Receive household WEEE deposited by local residents at their civic amenity (CA) sites or via waste transfer stations; and/or 

· Make bulky waste collections from local residents. 

186. 
Distributors have obligations to facilitate householders’ take back` of their WEEE (Chapter 4). The Regulations give distributors a choice in complying, either by providing in-store take-back services or via the Distributor Take-back Scheme (DTS). The DTS will assist in funding the establishment of the UK Designated Collection Facility (DCF) Network. 

187. 
LAs are encouraged to register their CA and bulky waste sites as DCFs. Once registered the costs of collection, treatment, recovery and environmentally sound disposal of any household WEEE that passes through DCFs is the responsibility of a PCS. 

Benefits of registering as a DCF 
188. 
LAs registering their sites as DCFs: 

· Receive funding from the DTS; 

· Are provided with containers and get free collection by PCSs of all the separately collected household WEEE arising at DCFs; 

· Do not have to pay the onward costs of transport, treatment, recovery, recycling and disposal of household WEEE. Producers are responsible for these costs; 

· Are able to count the recycling of WEEE deposited at DCFs and collected by PCSs towards their recycling targets; 

· Reduce the amount of waste sent for disposal and therefore reduce their disposal costs. 

Registration and Approval of DCFs 
189. 
Valpak Ltd is the appointed operator of the DTS and manages the registration of DCFs (either local authority controlled or privately operated) and submits sites for approval by BIS. Registration can be carried out online on the Valpak website – www.valpak.co.uk/dts 
190. 
DCF site operators should ensure that their registration is accurate and kept up-to date as PCSs make collection arrangements based on the information provided. The register is used to direct consumers to the nearest DCF where they can dispose of their WEEE. Details are available from the Recycle-More website – www.recycle-more.co.uk/nav/page1768.aspx 

191. 
Full conditions of approval of DCFs are set out in Schedule 9 of the Regulations. DCF status can also be withdrawn if the DCF no longer meets the Schedule 9 criteria. 

192. 
DCF operators must agree to comply with the Code of Practice for the collection of WEEE from DCFs. The code is intended to govern relations between DCF operators and PCSs and covers such things as how WEEE is collected and stored, arrangements for access and site clearance. The code sets out guidance and principles that form the basis and starting point for local contracts or service agreements between DCF operators and PCSs. It may also be used to aid interpretation of such contracts or service agreements. Such local contracts or service agreements may supplement the code. A copy of the code can be found on the BIS website (http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file37922.pdf). 

193. 
Each DCF is expected to play an active role in maximising the separate collection of WEEE. The Code of Practice provides for segregation of WEEE in the following 5 categories: 

A. Large household appliances other than cooling appliances 

B. Cooling appliances containing refrigerants (fridges & freezers) 

C. Display Equipment 

D. Gas discharge lamps (fluorescent tubes) 

E. All other WEEE 

194. 
To benefit from free collection, all household WEEE which is separately collected at a DCF must be made available to a PCS for collection, treatment and recovery. Where arrangements are in place with an AATF and a re-use organisation, identified WEEE removed from the DCF must be reported to the PCS/AATF for reporting and evidence purposes. 

195. 
Public DCFs are expected to separately collect all five categories of WEEE except where capacity constraints make this impossible. Where sufficient space is available on site but fewer than five categories are collected, site operators are asked to explain the reasons when applying for DCF status. This is to ensure that collection categories are only excluded for the reasons provided for in the Code of Practice. 

196. 
Large Household appliances are already collected at LA sites because they are disposed of by residents at locations separate from other forms of household waste. Such goods must be treated in accordance with the Regulations and must not be simply mixed with other scrap metal products. 

197. 
Site operators are not expected to examine household waste returned in black bags to assess if it contains small items of WEEE. 

Bulky Waste Collections 
198. 
Many LAs offer bulky waste collection services to residents, either by collecting larger items of WEEE from residents` properties or on a periodic basis from designated local points. It is at the discretion of LAs whether they charge for these services. This arrangement will not be affected by the Regulations, which do not cover the collection of WEEE from households but rather the collection of WEEE which has been deposited at DCFs. 

199. 
Government encourages the routing of household WEEE collected via LA bulky waste collection services to DCFs (which may be waste transfer stations as well as CA sites). If this WEEE does not go to a DCF the cost of its disposal will be borne by the LA. 

Non-household Waste 
200. Some CA sites and waste transfer stations currently accept WEEE from small businesses. However there is no common practice and this is entirely at the discretion of the LA. If there is a local policy to accept “trade waste” from small distributors LAs retain the right to make a charge for the service. 

201. A pragmatic approach should be taken here given the definition of household WEEE in the WEEE Directive and the service that LAs may wish to offer local small businesses. However, any WEEE that businesses take to DCFs must fall within the definition of household WEEE in the WEEE Directive and the Regulations: 

`“WEEE from private households” means WEEE which comes from private households and from commercial , industrial, institutional and other sources which, because of its nature and quantity, is similar to that from private households.` 

WEEE and the Controlled Waste Regulations 
202. 
The Controlled Waste Regulations 1992 set out a number of sources of waste considered to be household waste, including waste from educational establishments, hospitals, prisons and penal institutions. The definition of WEEE from private households (see para 198) is, however, much narrower than that of household waste under the Controlled Waste Regulations. Given the narrowness of this definition it seems likely that most waste from educational establishments, hospitals, prisons and penal institutions will not qualify as WEEE from private households and should be treated as non-household WEEE. 

Operation of DCFs 
203. 
DCF operators should abide by the Code of Practice and work with approved PCSs to clear WEEE arising at their sites. 

204. 
Collection arrangements will vary according to the size of the site. Arrangements may be made with one PCS to clear the entire site or several PCSs to clear different categories of WEEE. No separately collected WEEE should be left un-cleared. 

205. 
DCFs should handle and store WEEE in a way that optimises the re-use and recycling of components or whole appliances that are capable of being re-used or recycled. 

206. 
DCFs may, with the agreement of the PCS responsible for clearing their site, make arrangements for charitable and voluntary organisations to screen WEEE for re-use as whole appliances at DCFs. Any such organisations should either have been approved as AATFs or have a formal agreement with a PCS and DCF. WEEE removed from a DCF in these circumstances will be regarded as waste until it has been tested and returned to use for its original intended purpose. 

207. 
If such agreements are made between PCS, re-use organisations and AATFs the identified WEEE does not have to physically enter into an AATF to generate evidence. The AATF is responsible for the accuracy of all evidence issued under such arrangements and it risks its approval status in the event of anomalies being identified. 

208. 
If a DCF operator fails to secure a PCS to clear any of its separately collected WEEE, or once a contract with a PCS is in place, the PCS then fails to clear sites, BIS should be notified as soon as possible. 

209. 
In such cases a LA may arrange treatment and recovery and use the evidence generated by this activity to recover costs through the Settlement Centre (see Chapter 12 for information relating to the Settlement Centre). In order to do this the WEEE must be transported, treated, recycled and recovered in accordance with the requirements of the Regulations. 

210. 
Agreement to use the Settlement Centre will be granted by BIS on an individual bias, will be time limited and based on the following criteria: 

· Date at which the DCF was approved – i.e. the earlier the DCF was approved the earlier BIS expects arrangements to be in place with a PCS; 

· Demonstration to BIS that procurement process and/or negotiations are taking place to identify a PCS to clear sites. The LA or the site operator will be required to inform BIS of the timetable and will be notified by BIS of the cut off date for depositing evidence into the Settlement Centre; 

· Local authorities or the site operators must be able to demonstrate that they have not been able to reach agreement with a PCS for clearance of their sites. Any disagreements between LAs/site operators and PCS will be referred to arbitration in line with the Code of Practice. 

211. 
LAs are expected to continue to observe the principles of value for money in arranging the transportation, treatment and reprocessing of WEEE arising at their sites when using the Settlement Centre. 

212. 
In order to obtain approval for access to the Settlement Centre LAs should contact BIS at weee@bis.gsi.gov.uk 
Local Authorities - Frequently Asked Questions 
What are the benefits of being a Designated Collection Facility (DCF)? 
A DCF is entitled to free clearance of WEEE by PCSs. The DCF operator is therefore not responsible for any of the costs of treating and recycling WEEE that passes through it. Configuring a site to become a DCF and accepting separately collected WEEE will positively encourage householders to dispose of electrical waste in a more environmentally sound manner. 

What conditions do I have to meet to become a DCF? 
To become a DCF and get the right to free clearance by a PCS you must abide by the DCF Code of Practice, which governs aspects of operation such as how WEEE is collected and stored and arrangements for access and clearance. A copy of the Code can be found on BIS website (http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file37922.pdf). You should also have the appropriate licences or exemptions for waste storage and/or treatment, as well as planning consent. The full conditions for approval as a DCF are set out in Schedule 9 of the Regulations. 

Do I have to collect all thirteen of the categories of WEEE separately to become a DCF? 
No. It has been agreed that the majority of DCFs will collect, at most, five streams of WEEE. These are the three hazardous categories (cooling appliances, TVs and monitors, and gas discharge lamps), large household appliances excluding cooling appliances and “mixed WEEE” (which covers all the remaining categories). A protocol-based approach will be used to estimate the breakdown by category of “mixed WEEE”. A DCF may register to collect one, several or all of these five streams. Any categories collected not included in the DCF registration must be disposed of in line with other waste regulations. 

What kind of containers do I have to provide to collect WEEE? 
WEEE containers for DCFs will be provided by PCSs, therefore the DCF is not responsible for this cost. 

Can anyone set up a DCF, or just Local Authorities (LAs)? 
Anyone may seek approval for a DCF that meets the criteria in Schedule 9 of the Regulations. In addition to LAs, distributors, producers, producer compliance schemes and re-use organisations may be interested. Operators of non-LA DCFs must ensure they have relevant agreements in place with a PCS before accepting WEEE. 

How do I register my site(s) as a DCF? 
To register as a DCF, you should contact the DTS operator, Valpak Ltd – www.valpak.co.uk/dts. Valpak will carry out the registration of DCFs, and will submit any site that meets the criteria set out in Schedule 9 of the WEEE Regulations to BIS for approval. The Secretary of State may withdraw DCF status from sites which are found not to meet these criteria. 

Can I choose what types of EEE I want to allow the compliance scheme to clear? 
No. In line with the Code of Practice DCFs are expected to collect all five categories of WEEE unless site capacity does not allow this. You may make arrangements with different PCSs to clear different categories or one PCS to clear all five categories. 

Can I sell some of the WEEE I can make a profit on and have the PCS clear the remainder? 
No. If you register as a DCF you cannot “cherry pick” items of WEEE for profit. As a DCF you are required to follow the Code of Practice and this does not allow for WEEE to be segregated at the DCF into that which can be sold and that which you expect the PCS to take responsibility for. 

I have existing contracts in place for the operation of my sites or for the clearance of waste from them. Can I still register as a DCF? 
Yes, but continuation of existing arrangements will be subject to PCS agreement. 

What do I do if I have a problem with the performance of the PCS who is supposed to clear my site? 
If a PCS fails to clear WEEE as scheduled DCF site staff should contact the designated senior representative of the PCS, which then has 24 hours or 12 site opening hours to clear the WEEE. If this does not occur the DCF operator may finance the treatment and recycling of WEEE himself and seek compensation. 

The Code of Practice sets out the procedures for dealing with disputes between DCF operators and PCSs, including a model arbitration procedure for disputes that cannot be resolved within five days. 

Can I charge people for depositing WEEE at the DCF? 
No. A DCF may not charge members of the public for accepting household WEEE. 
Can I charge a PCS for the right to come in and clear my DCF? 
No. A DCF operator cannot charge PCSs to access the site for the purposes of clearing WEEE. 

I am a DCF and have space problems so can I mix my Large Domestic Appliances (LDA) with scrap metal to ease this problem? 
The default position is that all 5 WEEE streams should be separately collected, where there is space on the site to do so, and that these 5 streams should be kept separate from and unmixed with other waste, including scrap metal. Where space is limited at the site, the 5 streams can be mixed, in line with the provisions of the WEEE Code of practice. Here again the WEEE should be kept separate from other waste, including scrap metal. Having mixed the WEEE streams, if space still remains a problem, it is only then that consideration should be given to mixing category A with scrap metal. This arrangement will be conditional on the AATF having in place and applying a protocol to ensure that scrap metal is not used to distort the level of WEEE being handled. The AATF will need to ensure that the environment agencies are happy with the methodology and application of the protocol prior to its application.
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